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rioting began in the streets of Frankfort, The
deputies of the majority were branded as traitors to
German liberty and German honour; barricades
sprang up, and t\vo members of the Assembly who had
voted against the war were foully murdered on the
outskirts of the town. Again the Revolution had
miscalculated its strength: regular troops poured
into Frankfort and had little difficulty in restoring
order, and the only result of the incident was to
associate the cause of the Republic with anarchy in
the minds of the great mass of German citizens.

There was still one convulsive spasm, and it was
not devoid of pathos or heroism, before the cause of
Republican unity was fmall}* effaced. After long and
wearisome debate the Frankfort Parliament patched to-
gether a Federal Constitution and offered the Imperial
Crown of a reconstructed Germany to the King of
Prussia. Had Frederick William IV. been a man of
imagination or resolve he would have accepted a gift
which, whether or not it involved him in a war with
Austria, would have implied the foundation of a great
national State framed on liberal lines in Central
Europe. But he first declined the Crown and then
repudiated the Constitution. The South-v.est, still
true to the cause of liberty, fled to arms ; the regular
troops of Baden joined the insurgents, and the fire
spread right down the Rhine to Cologne and Diisseldorf
and across the Thuringian Forest to Leipzig. Some
of the noblest and most generous spirits in Germany
were to be found in this last and most desperate ven-
ture to maintain the cause of liberal unity against the
sinister opposition of the German crowns. It was all
in vain. Democratic idealism fell, not for the first
or last time, before the trained battalions of Prussia ;